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An deconnt of Virginia, its Scitmation, Temperature, Productions,
Iahabitants,and their manner of planting and ordering Tobacco,c3c.
Communicated by My. Thomas Glover, ax ingenious Chirurgion
that bath lived [ome years in that Country. °

Vlrgini4 beinga part of the Continent of America, is diflant
from the Lizard or Lands-end of Englanda thoufand Leagucs,
and is bounded on the Eaft with the main Ocean, on the Weft with
thedppal-leanMountains,on theNorth withDe /s wares-bay and Ri-
ver,and on the South with the River of Roamock 5 the Country Licth
within a Bay called the Bay of Chifepeck ; the mouth or entrance
whereinto is due weft,being about {ix leagues in breadth, and run-
neth up into the Country North and by Eaft about one hundred
Leagues, continving the forementioned bredth a great part of the
way,but narroweth by degrees towards the upper end about one
half: The water in the Channel is for the moft part nine fa:hom,but
in fome places not above feven: The Southernmoft Cape of this
Bay lieth in 37 degrees and odd minutes North-latitude,and within
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the fame are divers little Iflands, upon fome of which there are
Plantations.

Into this Bay do iffue fo many large, pleafant and commodious
Rivers,as [ verily believe no fpaceof ground of equal dimenfions
in the whole world can boaft of the like: The moft eminent of thefe
are, James River,Xork,Rapa han-nock, Poto mack, Potuxen,and Chop-
tanck 5 the four laft retain their Indian names, At the head of the
Bay do enter three large Rivers,one whereof is called Suf-cs-ban-
nab.from a Nation of lndians {0 called,bordering on the fame; the
names of theother two I do not well remember. Befides thefe,there
are twice as many as navigable as thefe, but by reafon they run not
above thirty or forty miles, I fhall forbear inferting any of their
names. Potomack, the largeft of all thereft,is at the mouth ten miles
broad,and continueth that bredth for twenty miles up ; from which
place it is fix miles broad , and continueth that bredch for thirty
miles higher,and is in lengthabout two hundred miles. This River
lieth about the middle of the Bay,and divideth the Government be-
ween wy Lord of Baltamore and St.Will. Bartles;the other Rivers,
whofe names arc here inferted,are moft of them two Leagues broad
at the mouth, and fome of thema hondred and fifty, others a
hundred and twenty miles in length.

The Tides are (carce difcernible, when the winds hold at North-
welt 5 burac other times they flow as they do in Esgland,ouly they
appear notfo large; the reafon whereof may be, becaufe the Tide
diffufech it felf into fo many fpacious Rivers ; neither is it needful,
in regard the Bay and Rivers are deep enough without the help of
rt e Tide to receive the bigge(t Ship in the world ; only itis help-
ful to Lring in veffels when the winds are fmall or oppofite.

Inthe Rivers are great plenty and variety of delicate Fifh ;one
kind whereof is by the Englifh called a Sheepfbead, from the refem-
t,'ance the eye of 1t bears with theeye of a Sheep: This fifh is ge-
nerally about fifeeen or fixteen inches long , and about half a foot
troad s it isawholefom and pleafant fith,and of eafiedigeftion, A
Planter does ofrentimes takea dozen or fourteen in an hours time,
wirh hook and line.

There is another fort which the Englifh calla Dram ; many of
whichare two foot anda half orthree footlong. Thisis likewife
a very good fith, and there is great plenty of them. In the head of
this fith there isa jelly,which being taken out and dried in the Sur,
then beaten to powder and given inbroth, procureth fpeedy de-
fivery to women in labour,
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At the heads of the Rivers there are Sturgesm,and in the Creeks
are great ftore of finall fith, as Perches, Crokers, Taylors, Eels, and
divers others whofe names I know not.  Here are fuch plenty of
Oy ffers as they may load fhips with them. At the mouth of Elizabeth
River, whenitisalow water, they appear in rocksa foot above
water. There are alfo in fome places great ftore of Mufile: and
Cuckles ; thereisalfoa fifh called a Sting-ray, which much refem-
bletha Skaze, only on onefide of his tayl grows out a fharp bore
like a bodkin about four or five inches long, with which he ftrikes
and wounds other fifh,and then preys uponthem.

And now it comes into wy mind, I fhall here infert an account
of avery ftrange Fifh or rather a Monfter,which I happened to fee
in Rapa-han-nock River about a year before I came out of the
Country ; the manner of it was thus:

As | was coming down the forementioned River in a Slocp
bound for the Bay, it happened to prove calmy; at which time we
were three leagues fhort of the rivers mouth;the tide of e¢bb being
then done,the {loop-man dropped his grap-line, and he and his Loy
tooka little boat belonging to the floop,in which they went athoar
foy water,leavingme aboard alone, in which time I took a fuwall
book out of my pocketand fate down at the ftern of the veifel to
read ; but I had not read long before I heard a great rufhing and
fathing of the water, which caufed me fuddenly to look up, and
about half a ftones calt from me appeared a moft prodigious Crea-
ture,much refemblinga man, only fomewhat larger, ftanding righc
up in the water with his head,neck,fhoulders,breaft,and wafte, (o
the cubits of his arms,above water;his skin was tawny, much like
that of an Indians the figure of his head was pyramidal, and flick,
without hair ; hiseyes large and black,and fo were his eye-brows ;
hismouth very wide, with a broad,black fireak on the upper lip,
which turned npwards at each end like muftachoesshis counzenance
was grim and terrible;his neck,fhoulders,arms,breaft and waft,were
Jike unto the neck, arms, thoulders,breaft and waft of a many his
hands,if he had any,were under water ; he feemed to ftand with his
eyes fixed on me for fome time, and afterward dived down, anda
lictle after rifeth at fomewhat a farther diftance,and turned his head
rowards me again,and then immediately falleth a little under water.,
and fwimmeth away fo near the topof the water, thatI could dif-
cern him throw out his arms,and gather them in as a man dothwh:n
he fwimmeth. At lat he fhoots with his head downwards,by which
means he caft his tayl above the water, which exa&tly refem-
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bled ¢he tayl of a fith with a broad fane at the end of ir.

On the Bay and Rivers feed {0 many wild fowl,as in winter time
they do in fowne places cover the water for two miles; the chief of
which are wild Swans and Geefe, Cormorants, Brants, Shield-fowl,
Duckand Mallard, Teal, Wigeons,with many others,

There likewife keep in the Rivers Bewvers and Otters; the Bevers
have their teeth (o ftrong and fharp, that they gnaw down trees,
wherewith they make damms crofs the waters, under which the
keep, which are ufually called Bever-damms , and in fome places
ferve in the room of foot-Bridges.

The original fprings,that make all thefe Rivers,arifeat the foot
of the dppa-lean Mountains; but the Cararaéts or falls of the Rivers
are fixty or feventy miles diftant from the Mountains.

Thefe Mountains have their beginning Northward at the Lake
of Canada, and run along the back of the Country to the South-weft
as far as the lake #fberre, which is fome hundreds of Leagues.

There was one Colonel Gatlet, that was a gnod Mathematician,
who with fome other Gentlemen took a Journey to make fome far-
ther difcoveries of the Country to the Weftward, and arrivingat
the foot of the Mountains early in the morning, they left their
horfes,and endeavoured to gain the tops of the Mountains, which
they accomplifhed about fourof the clock in the afternoon , and
then looking further forward they difcovered other Mountains,
whereof they took the altitude and judged them inacceflible;which
difcouraged them from any further attempts, their defign being
chicfly to difcover whether there were any Rivers thatran into
rhe South-ocean.

Above {ive years fince there was a German Chirurgeon, who ob-
tained a Commiflion feow Sc Wil Bartlet to travel to the South-
welt of Virginia, and tomake difcovery of thofe parts: He went
along the foot of the Mountains as far as the Lake of #fberre, and
difcovered them to be paffable in ewo places, and he gives a relati-
on,that,while he was in an Indian town adjacent to the Mountains,
there cane four Indians on an Embaflie to the King of that rown,
from.a King that lived on the other fide of the Mountains, who by
the commandment of the King on this fide were all ftrangled, with
whichbarbarous ufage he was much abathed , fearing the like cru-
elty ; but they proved more civil to him, permitting him to depart
in fafety.

At his return he brought an Emeranld , and fome Spawify mony,
which he faid he had of the Indians bordering on the Lake of
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#fberre, which caufed fome to think that fome Spaniards are feated
near upon the back of the Mountains.

Having hitherto difcourfed of the Bay, Rivers, and Mountains,
I fhall now make fome entrance into the Land ; and firft of the fho-
res, whichal along the Bay and Rivers are for the moft part fandy,
but only in fome points there is fome fhingle caft up: bue the Earth
affordeth very few Stones,and thofe that are there, are almoft all of
them hard & tranfparent, I have taken up feveral frones,that would
cut glafs as well asany Diamond.  Sr. Hemry Chichely had a ftone,
that was taken up by the Rivers fide; which he putintoa Ring, for
which Ring he hath been profer'd fifteen pounds ; and [ do veri'y
think, that there are fome ftones gathered chere thar do abate the
price of Diamonds; for I have feen feveral Rings of Virgini»ﬁoncs,
which in my judgment have equalled Diamonds in lultre.

The Chiefs of ail the Rivers are full of great veins-of lron-mine
and infome places of the Countrey I have feen Rocks of the fame ty
lye a foot-above the Earch ; and generally allthe high Lands under
the mouid are ameer Rock of Iron ; the confideration whereof te-
gether with the infinite plenty of wood did caufe me with admirg-
tion to enquire , why they did not endeavour the improvement of
that advantage which God and Nature had put into their hands, by
running of this Mineral 5 but I wasanfwer’d, That an Iron-wor'z
would coft three thoufand pounds, and the Countrey being gene-
rally poor, were difcouraged from the attempt by reafon of the
charge. 1 believe the true reafon is,their being fo intent on their To-
bacco- Plantations that they negle&t all other more Nobleand advanta-
geous improvements whereof the Countrey is capable,which with-
out doubt are many. For in their planting Tobacco they find great-
eft encouragement from England, by reafonof the valt revenue :-
brings inre the Exchequesr.

They diftinguifh their foil into three forts , viz. High, low and
marfhy Land; all whichhavefome fand mnix’d in them, that makes
their Land warmer thanours isin Emgland.  Their high Lands are
moft fandy , but do notwithftanding bear very good Crops of To-
baccosonly it does not hold its ftrength folong as the low ground,
which is very rich, being a b'ackifh mould about a foot deep , or
fomewhat more, and will hold its ftrength for feven or eight Crops-
fucceflively without manuring. Their Marfhlands bear fedges and
rufhesafter the manner of ours; and of thefe they have not endea-
voured any improvement as-vet. Their Land in general is as good
and fertile as-the Land of England ; when the ftrength of their
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ground is worn out they never manure it tobring it in heart,bug Jet
it lie for pafture for all Mens Cattel to grafe upon, and clear more
ground out of the Woods to plant in.

As to the Timber of this Countrey, there are divers kinds ; fopr
feveral forts of Oak,very talland fmooth. There isalfo another fore
of Timber called Hickery,that is harder than any Oak.There are alfo
very large and tall Poplars; and in fome parts of the Countrey great
flore of Pines, fit for Mafts of Ships: There is likewife black Wal-
nut, Giprefs, Cedar; Dogwood, Afb, Elm, Gum-tree, Locuft,Chefiut, Ha-
fel, Saffafras, Holly, Eldery with feveral others.

As to the Fruit-Trees of the Countrey , it affords grear plenty:
For there are few Planters but thathave fair and largeOrchards, fome
whereof have twelve hundred Trees and upward, bearingall forts
of Englifb.Apples, as Pear-mains,Pippins,Ruffetens,Coftards, Mars-
golds, Kings<apples, Magitens, Batchelowrs,and many others, of which
they make great ftore of Cider.

Here are likewife great Peach-Orchards, which bear fuch an in-
finite quantity of Peaches, that at fome Plantations they beat down
to the Hoggs fourty bufhels ina year.

Herearealfo great ftore of Quinces,which are larger and fairer
than thofe of England,and not fo harfhin tafte; of the juice of thefe
they alfo make Quince-drink.

Hereare likewife Apricocks, and fome forts of Emglifh Plums, but
thefe do not ripen fo kindly as they do in England.

There are fomne {orts of Pears, butat very few Plantations; I
have feen the Bergamy, Warden, and two or three other forts, and
thefeare as fair,large and pleafant asthey are in England,

Here grow as good Figgs, as there do in Spain, but thereare few
planted as yet.

Thofe that take the pains to plant Goofe-berries, have them; but
I never faw any of our Englifhb Currants, (Riberries) there,and it is
obferv’d, that Oranges and Limons will not grow there, thongh
they do in more Northern Countries.

I had almoft forgot to mention their Mulberry-Trees,whereof they
have good ftore about their Houfes ; - thefe were planted at firft to
feed Silk-worms, buc that defign failing, they are now of little ufe
among(t them,

The meaneft Flanter hath ftore of Cherries, and theyareall over
Virginia as plentiful as they are in I{ent. The Cherry-Trees grow
wmore large generally than they do in England, and bear more plen-
fully withoutany pains-taking of digging about them, or prup.
tng them. There
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There groweth wild in fome places of the Woods a Plum foine-
what like our Wheat- Plum, but it doth exceed it, being much more
fucculent.

I'n the Woods there are abundance of Fines , which twine aboue
the Oaks and Poplars, and run up to the top of them ; thefebeara
kind of Clares-grapes, * of which fome few of the Plan- * ricfe #ines
tersdo make Wine, whereof I have tafted ; itis fome- bave very large
what finaller than French Claret; bue I fuppofe, if fome Z*%*
of thefeWines were planted in convenient vine-yards,where the Sun
might havea more kindly influence on them, and kept with dili-
gence and feafonable pruning, they might afford as good grapes as
the Clavet-Grapes of France are.

Thereisalfo in the Woods a little Shrub which beareth a Berry
likeour Elder-berry, and is a very pleafant Berry to eat.

I lately made mention of the Chefnus | Walnut and Hafel-Tree,
which all of them bear their feveral Nuts ; and befide thefe, here is
another called a Chincopine, which is likea Chefnue, with a Buriy
husk, but leffe by far,

Their Gardens have all forts of Englifh Potsherbs,and fallets;they
have Cabbages, €olworts, Colly flowers, Par[sips, Turnips,Carrets, Po-
2atoes, and Yams; and fuch Herbs as grow wild in England, and do
not grow there, they planc, as Wormwood, Fetherfew , Houfeleek,
Carduns Benedictus, Kue, Coriander, Ennla, and the like,

They have likewife in their Gardens Rofes, Clove-Gilliflwers,
and variety of other forts of Flowers.

There grow wild in the Woods, Plentane of all forts , Yellow-
Dock, Bur-Dock,Solomons-[eal, Egrimony, Centory,Scabions,Ground-
fel, Dwarf-Elder, Yarrow, Porflan,and white Maiden-hair the beft
thatever [ faw. Upon the fides of the Hills, dfarum;and on the Bay-
fide, Soldanells or Ses-Scurvygrafin great plenty.

Here groweth the Radix Serpentaria Nigrs, which was fomuch
ufed in the laft great peftilence, that the price of it advanced from
ten Shillings to three pounds fferlinga pound = Hereisalfo an herb
which fome call Ditsany,others Pepper-wort; it is not Dittany of Can-
dis,nor Englifs Dittander;it groweth a footor a foot and half high,
the leaves are about the bredth of a groat, and figur’d likea heare,
and fhort out of the ftalk and branches one of a fide dire&!y oppo-
fite toeach other; it finelleth hot like Pepper, and biteth-uipon the
Tongue. The water of this herb diftill’d out of a Limbeck, is one
of the beft things I know to drive worms out of the Body; and an
ounce of this water faken, provoketh fweat plentifully, e
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Here grow two Roots, which fome Phyficians judg,she ope to be
Turbith , the other Mechoacan ; but whether they be the right or
no, I cou'd not well judg. Both thefe Rootsare purging , and in
their operations much like thofe we have at the Apothecaries,only
fomewhat more forcible; . the realon may be, becaufe there we have
them more new and fucculent.

Here groweth a Plant about a foet and half or two foot in height,
tie leaves are rugg’d like to a Borage leaf, buc they are longer , and
not above two fingers broad; about the ftalk,where the leaves grow
out,there hang Berries, which being ripe are yellow:  The Englifh
call it the Fever and Ague-root This Root being newly taken out of

“the ground , and a dram and half of it infufed in beer or water the
fvace of twelve hours, purgeth downward with fome violence,but
1 have givena dram of the Root in powder,-and then iton'y mo-
verh fiwear, and that but moderatly. Itisalittlebicter in talle, and
theretore fomewhat hot.

Thereare great nuimbers.of Herbs, whofe naimes, nazure, virtues
and operations arealtogether unknown o us in Exrope; neiher have
there been any Phyficians in thofe parts that bave made it their bu-
finels rounderdand much of them ; butif the ule of them were well
known, it might provea great and beneficial addition to the e Ma-
tevie Medica,

Now I have done with the Plants, I will render fome account of
their ftocks of Catzed, whichare greater thanours, confidering the
suantity of People, and mightbe much larger than they are, were
che Inhabizants as careful in lookingafter them and providing fod-
Jevfor chemasthey in Eagland ave. All that they give their Cartel
tn winseris only the busks of their Izdian Corn, unlefs it be fome of
thiem that havea litcle wheat-{traw; neither do they give themany
more of thefe than will ferve to keep themalive, by reafon whereof
they venture into the Marfhy grounds and fwamps for food, where
very many are loft.

They have as great plenty of Horfes, and as good as we have in
England,

As to their Sheep, they keep but few, being difcovraged by the
Wolves , whicharea!l over the Countrey, and domuch mifchief a-
mongit their Flocks.

Inthe Woods are great ftove of Deer, and fome Rabbets, which
are generally miftaken for Hares.

There are alfo feveral forts of ravenous Beafts, as Wolves, Ra-
svons, Wild cats; Poffums, Mouacksy Flying Squirrels, with two ?thcr

orts;
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forts; and in the Northernmoft parts of the Countrey fome Bears.

The Fowls that keep the Woods are, wild Turkies, Turkie Buz-
zards,Turtle- Doves, Partridges,Hawks of feveral forts, whichmany
others of lefs note.

There are alfo divers kinds of fmall Birds, whereof the
Mocking-bird, the Red-bird, and Humming-bird , are the molt re.
markable; the firlt, for variety and fweetnefs of notes, the {econd
for his colour,and the laft for the finalnefsof hisbody. Astothe
Mocking bird, befides his own natural notes, which are wany and
pleafant, he imitateth-all the birds in the woods, from whencete
taketh his pame 5 he fingeth not only in the day,but alfo at all
hours in the night, on the tops of the Chimneys; heis ftrangely
antick in his flying , fometimes fluttering in the air with his head
rightdownand tail up, other times with his rail down and head
up; beingkept tame, he is very docible. The Red bird, as |
hinted before, taketh his name from his colour, beingalloverof a
pureblood-red. The Humming-bird taketh his pame from the
noife he makes in flying: This is of divers colours,and not inuck
bigger than a Hornet, and yet hathall the parts of abird entire.

Thereare five or fix forts of Sxakes, amongft which the Rartle-
Snake is moft remarkable, beingabout the bignels of a mans legg,
and for themoft part a yard and a half longs he hath a Rattle at
the end of his Tail, wherewith he maketh anoife when any cne ap-
proacheth nigh him, which feemeth to be a peculiar providence of
God to warn people to avoid the dapger ; for this Creature is {0
venemous, that the bite of it is of moft dangerous confequence,
unlefs they fpeedily makeufe of the proper antidote; of which I
thall take occafion to fpeak fomewhat hereafter. There are allo
long black Snakes, thortand thick black Snakes ; this latter fort of-
ten times fucks the Cows, and caufes them to give bloody milk,
There is another fort called the Corn-Snake , becaufe he isufually
found in Corn-fields ; this is near as big as the Rattle- Snake. There
are alfo fome other forts of Land- Snakes,all of whichare more or
lefs venemous ; befides there are very many Water-Snakes, that
keep the Springs and Rivers.

Of the Indians themfelves.

The Indians are generally well proportioned as to their flature,
being fomewhat tall, but no waies corpulent ; their hair black,
ufvally hanging right down; their eyes alfo black, their skin
tawny,inclining to blackifhnefs ; they live together in Towns,and
every town 1s under a feveral King: At the firft coming of the
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Englifl divers Towns had two or three thoufand Bow-men in them;
but now, in the Southern parts of Firginia, the biggeft Indian
Town hath not above five hundred Inhabitants ; many Towns have
ftarce fixty Bow-men in them,and in one Towp there are not above
ewenty, and they are fo univerfally thinned in the forementioned
Southern part , that I verily believe there are not above three
thoufand left under the whole government of Sir Wil Bartler ;
butin my Lord of Baltimores territories at the head of the Bay,
where the Englifl werelater feated, they are more numerous, there
being ftill in fome Towns about three thoufand Indisms, Bue
thefe being in continual wars with each other, are like fhortly ro
be reduced toas finall numbers as the former.

Inftead of Cloaths they wear a Deer-skin tacked about their
middle, and another about their fhoulders, and for Shoes they have
pieces of Deer-skin tied about their feet.

Their habirations are Cabins, about nir.e or ten foot high,which
are made after this manner: They fix Poles intothe ground, and
bring the tops of them one within another, and fo tie them toge-
ther: the oufide of thefe poles they line with bark to defend
them from the Injuries of the weather, but they leave a hole on the
top, right in the middle of the Cabin for the finoak to go our ;
round the infide of their Cabins they bave banks of Earihcaft up,
which ferve inftead of ftoolsand beds ; they bave no kind of houf-
hold-ftufl’ but Earthen-pots, Wooden bowls, and thin Mats to lie
on; all which they make themfelves.

Their diet is Indian Corn, Venifon, wild Turkies, Oyfters, and
all kind of Fifh the Riversafford ; and all kind of wild Beafts of
the Woods.

Theyare prohibited the keeping either Cows, Sheep or Hoggs,
by the Englifh, lelt they fhould make bold with more than their
own.

They did formerly catch their fith after an odd manner before
the Englifb came among(t them, which was thus: At the head of
their Canves they fixed a Hearth, on which in a dark night they
would make a blaze with fire put to the fhivers of Pine tree s
then they would paddle their Casves along the fhoar in fhcal-
water ; the fifh feeing the light would come as thick as they could
fwim by each other about the head of the Camoes ; then with fticks
that were pointed very fharp at the ends, they would firike
through them and life them up into the Camoe : But now they have
learaed of the Englifh to catch fith with hook and line , and fome-
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times the Englifb do ufe their way in dark nights, only they firike
with an Inftrument of Ironfomewhat like Mole-tines,

As to their Worfhip, I know littleof it ; only they have Priefls
which are generally thought to be Conjurers; for, when they have
great wantof Rain, oneof their Priefts will go into a private Ca-
bin, and by hi$ Invocations will caufe abundance to fail inmedi-
ately, which they call making of Rain.

They offer the Fir(t fruits of all things ; the firft Deer they kill
after they are in feafon, they lay privately on the head of a Tree
near the place where they killedit, and they fay , nogood luck
will befal them that year if they do not offer the firft of every
thing.

'Ighey burn the Fodies of the dead; ard fow up the afhesin
Matts, which they place near the Cabbins of their Relati-
ons.

Some of them fay; that the God of the Englifb is a good God,
and gives them good things ; but their God is anangry God, and
oftentimes beats them.

Almoft every Town differs in Janguage , and yet not any of
their languages copious ; as may be feen by their frequent expref-
fing their meaning to each other by figos.

Their mony is of two forts, one whereof is made of a white
kind of fhell, whichbeing divided into finall parts,they put them
ona ftring after the manner of Beads; this they call Peacke: The
other is of a blew fhell ordered in the fame manner,which they call
Rounda s this laft is the meaner fort, about half a yard whercof is
of equal value with our nine pence. The chief of the Indians do
wear fome of this on the Deer-skins about their bodies, laid on
like lace,

They have nothing to trade with but Deer skins, and fome Be-
ver, which they exchange with the Englifh for Guns, Gunpowder,
Shotand Brandy ; having nothing before but Bows and Arrows,
wherewith they killed their Deer and other wild Bealts.

They have no other account of Time but by the changes of the
Moon.

Their Winter is ufually in November, December and January.

They are very revengful; for,if any one chance to be flain, fowe of
the Relations of the flain perfon will kill the mur:herer or fome of
his family, though it be two or three generations after , having no
juftice done amongft them in this refpeét but what particular per-
fons do themfelves ; if that may be termed juftice.
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The Indians being arude fore of peop!e ufe no Curiofity in pre-
paring their Phyfick ; yet are they not ignorant of the nature and
ufes of their plants, but they ufe no correctives to take away the
flatuous, naufeous, and other bad qualities of them. They either
powder, juyce, infufe or boyl them,till the decotion be very
{trong. :

Their ufual way of cure for moft inward diftempers is by deco-
&ion, which they make partly petoral, partly fudorifick ; thefe
they caufe the fick todrink,the quantity of half a pint at a time,
two or three timesaday ; but they give nothing to procure vomit-
ing in any diftempers, as a bad omen that the difeafed will die ;
nercher did 1 ever know them to ufe any waies of Blocding or
Cupping.

If they haveany Wounds, Ulcers or Frattures, they have the
knowledge of curing them. 1 did once feean Indian whofe arm
had beer broken, and viewing the place; 1 found the bones to Le
as fimooth'y confolidated, and as well reduced, as any Englifh Chi-
rurgion could have dope e,

AW Indians carry a Powder about them to cure the bites of
Swakes , and in almot every Town this powder hath a different
compofition, and every compofition is certainly effe@ual (o the
correéting the malignity of the Venom, Neither was it ever known
to usy that any Indiam fufiered muchharm by thefe bites | burina
daies time he would be as well as if he bad pever been bitten s
Whereas fome of the Lnglifh for want of a fpeedy remedy have loft
their ives.

The Indians are frequently troubled with Violent Calicks,
which oftentimes terminate in Palfzes.

The manner of planting and ovdering Tobacco.

In the Twelve-daies they begin to fow their feed in beds of fire
Mould, and when the Plantsbe grown to the bredth of a fhilling |
they are fit to replant into the Hills ; forin their Plantations they
wake finall hills abour four foot diftant from each other, fomewhat
after the manner of our Hop-yards; Thefe hills being prepared
againft the plants be grown to the forementioned bignefs ( which
is about the beginning of May,) they then in moift weather draw
rhe plants cutof their beds, and replant themin the hille, which
afterwards they keep with diligent weedinge. When the plant
hath put out fo many Leaves as the ground will nourifh to a fub-
france and largenefs that wiil render them Merchantable , then they
take off the top of the plant; if the ground be very rich, they Jet
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a plant put out a dozen or fixteen leaves before they topit ; if
mean, then not above nine or ten, and fo according to the ftrength
of their foyl, the top being taken if the plant grows no higher ;
but afterwards it will put out fuckers between their leaves, which
they pluck away oncea week , till the plant comes to perfedion,
whichit dothin 4uguff.  Thenin dry weather, when there is a lit-
tle breez of wind, they cut down what is ripe, letting ic lie about
four hours on the ground, till fuch time as the leaves, that ftood
ftrutting out,fall down to the flalk ; then they carry it on their
fhoulders into their Tobacco-houfes, where other Servants taking
of ir,drive inro the ftalk of each planta peg, and as faft as they are
pegg’d, they hang them up by the pegs on Tobacco-fticks, fo nigh
each other that they juft touch , muchafter the manner they hang
Herrings in Yarmouth ; thus they let them bang five or fix weeks,
till fuch time as the ftem in the middle of the leaf will fnapinthe
bending of it; then,whenthe Air hath fowoiftned the leaf as that
it may be handled withour breaking, they ftrikeitdown | ftripit
off the ftalk, bind it up in bund.cs, and paci it into Hogfheads
for ufx.

Sometimes they are forced to plant their hillstwice or thrice
over, by reafon of an Earth-worm which eats the root , and when
the plant is well grown they fuffer damage by a Worm that de-
vours the leaf, called a Horn-worm (an Eruca or Carerpillar)wl ich
is bred upon the leaf; if thefe worms be not carefully taken off,
they will fpoil the whole Crop.

In the Year. 1667 in duguft thexe happened all over Firginia a
gult or ftormof Wind and Rain, which continued for three daics
with foch violence that the like was hardly ever heard of | it be-
gan and continued blowing at Eaft with fuch Gicrcenefs, that above
one half of the crop of their Tobace) which was- then ftanding in
their fields was blown away and torn apieces 5 the Trees in the
Woods all over the Country were blown.up by the rcots inan in-
numerable quantity : The Waters in the Bay in fume places were
drovea great way into the Woods, and the greareft part of thole
that houfed Tobacco, had theic Tobacco-houfes blown down and
their Tobacco fpoiled ; fo that theve was rot fuily one part of
three faved of what would have been made that ycar.

The Planters houfes are buile all along the fides of the Rivers
for the conveniency of Shipping; they build after the Faplyfh
manner, whiting the in{ide of their houles with Morrar , made of
burnt Oyfter-fhells inftead of lime. They have pure and wholefin

water,
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water, which they fetch wholly from Springs, whereof the Country
is fo full, that there isnot a houfe but hath one nigh the door,

Advertifement concerning the Quantity of aDegree of 4 Great

Circle, in Englilh meafures.

;Ome while {ince an account was given * concerning the Quan-

W) tityof a Degree of a great Circle, according to the tenour of a
s N 112, an printed Iyench Difcourfe, entituled De la
No124 of ihfe rrect. DMefure de la Terre.  The Publifher not then
knowing what had been done of that nature
here in Eagland, but having been fince direéted to the perufal of a
Book, compoftd and publifhed by that known Mathematician
Richard Norwood in the year 1636, emituled The Seaman’s Pra-
tice, wherein,among other particulars, the compafs of the Terr-
aqueons Globe, and the Quantity of 4 Degree in Englifh meafures
are deliver’d | approaching very near to that, which hath been
lately obferv’d in France 5 he thought | it would much conduce to
mutual confirmation, ina {fummary Narrative to take publick no-
tice here of themethod ufed by the faid Englifb Matbematician,and
of the refult of the fame ; which,infhort,isas foliows :

A.1635 the fid Mr. Norwood, Reader of the Mathematicksin
London, obferv’d, asexalily as he could, the Summer-Solftitial Me-
ridian Alticude of the Sun in the middle of the City of Torg,
by an Arch of a Sextant of more than five foot radiss, and found it
10 be s9deg. 33" And formerly (vid. 4. 1633.) he had obferv’d
the like Altitude in the City of London near the Tower to be
62 deg. 1'.  Whereupon heaually meafured, for the moft part,the
way from Tork to London with Chains, and where hemeafur’d not,
he paced it, (wherein, he faith, through cuftom he ufually came
very near the truth ;) obferving all the way he came , with a Cir-
cumferemtor, all the principal Anglesof pofition or windings of
the way , with a competent allowance for other leffer Windings,
Afcents and D:fcents ; rot Jaying thefe down by a Protraitor after
the ufual manner, but framing a Table much exa@ter and fitter for
this purpofe 5 aswmay be feen in the Englifh book it feif.  And by
this Method ard Meafure he found the Parallel of York from that of
Londonto be 9149 chains, every chain being ix poles or ninety
nine feet, 16° Fuglfbfecertoalole. Now, thefe 9149 Chains
bring equal to 2 deg. 2»"/the aforefaid Latitude between thofe two
Cities) a little calcularion makes it appear, that oze Degreeof a
Great Circle, meafured on the Earth, is 367196 of our feet,numero
rotundo 367200, or 22254 Poles; which make 556 Furlongs and

14 Poles,



